AFTER MOTHER  INDIA

ability. Let us have armies of people going about
touching the untouchables. Let us have armies of
people going about drinking water with them;
accepting a glass of water and giving a glass of
water. In that way this problem, which must be
ripe for solution, can be solved.1

Plausible as this sounds, it is too European, too al-
truistic, to stir the Hindu mind. No Indian rises to
agree with it. Rather, the next Indian speaker blames
the Government of India for the existence of Un-
touchability after a hundred years of British rule,
and demands that Government, in addition to providing
special educational facilities, take on the support of
Untouchable children :a

If the Government of India are anxious and if
the members of the Legislative Assembly are -
anxious that the children of the depressed classes
should take advantage of the facilities which they
keep open, then certainly it is necessary that the
school-going children of the depressed classes
should be maintained at the public cost. Sir, this is
the only way in which the number of the children
of the depressed classes can be increased in public
schools.3
The same speaker, Mr. N. M. Joshi,4 representing

1 Legislative Assembly Debates t February 23rd, 1928, p. 700.

2 Ibid., p. 701.         3 Ibid., p. 702.

4 Narayan Malhar Joshi, Hindu, Educated in India, member
Servants of India Society; secretary Bombay Social Service
League and Bombay Social Reform Association ; sent by Govern-
ment to Washington, 1920, and Geneva, 1921-22, to represent
Indian labour at International Labour Conferences. Nominated
member, representing Labour, of Legislative Assembly.
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